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Media Freedom Rapid Response calls for an ambitious European Media Freedom Act

The Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR) welcomes the idea of a European Media
Freedom Act, advanced by European Commissioners Thierry Breton and Věra Jourová.

In recent years, we have witnessed the staggering politicisation of the media in a small
but growing number of member states where governments have abused regulatory,
economic and legislative powers to punish critical media, increase control over public
service media and promote government cheerleaders controlled directly or indirectly
through party loyalists.

Besides more assertive use of the means already at the disposal of the EU institutions,
we consider there is indeed a pressing need for the development of new mechanisms
that can “increase transparency, independence and accountability around actions
affecting control and freedom of the press,” as stated by Commissioner Breton in the
European Parliament. In particular, EU law should consider media not simply as
economic actors, but recognise independent journalism as a public good that needs
protecting in its own right.

The current lack of such tools has meant that too often, the EU remains on the sidelines
as supposedly independent but effectively politically-controlled bodies in member
states make or validate decisions that restrict media freedom and pluralism.

Effective action against this systemic political capture of the media will require both
robust tools that empower the EU, and the political courage to deploy them. We call on
the European institutions to be ambitious in this regard. During the drafting process, they
should consult frequently with journalists’ associations and civil society organisations
operating both locally and on a European level, to ensure the resulting mechanism is an
effective tool capable of addressing the progressive undermining of media freedom in
affected member states. We stand ready to contribute to this initiative.

Signed:
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European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF)
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/european-media-freedom-act_en
https://twitter.com/VeraJourova/status/1384120836341198856
https://ipi.media/the-hungary-model-how-poland-copied-illiberal-tactics-for-weakening-independent-media/
https://ipi.media/the-hungary-model-how-poland-copied-illiberal-tactics-for-weakening-independent-media/
https://ipi.media/european-commission-must-urgently-address-media-market-distortion-in-hungary/
https://www.mfrr.eu/hungary-fidesz-captured-media-regulator-blocks-latest-attempt-by-klubradio-to-return-to-airwaves/
https://ipi.media/poland-court-suspends-sale-of-newspaper-group-to-state-controlled-pkn-orlen/


----------------------------------------------------
This statement has been written by the Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR), which tracks, monitors and responds to
violations of press and media freedom in EU Member States and Candidate Countries. This project provides legal and practical
support, public advocacy and information to protect journalists and media workers. The MFRR is organised by a consortium led
by the European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF) including ARTICLE 19, the European Federation of Journalists
(EFJ), Free Press Unlimited (FPU), the Institute for Applied Informatics at the University of Leipzig (InfAI), International Press
Institute (IPI) and CCI/Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT). The project is co-funded by the European
Commission.

https://www.mfrr.eu/

